Initial response to L-asparaginase and prednisolone induction chemotherapy in 107 cases of canine lymphoma-Takuo Shida et al.
Introduction
Initial response to L-asparaginase and prednisolone induction chemotherapy in 107 cases of canine lymphoma Takuo The Mann-Whitney U test was used to compare remission rates in relation to anatomical sites（multicentric and cutaneous） , stages, substages, and prior corticosteroid administration. The level of significance was set at p＜0.05.
Results
Twenty-six breeds were represented in this study. As to effects at different anatomical sites, the remission rate was significantly higher for multicentric lymphoma than for cutaneous lymphoma（p＝0.045） . No significant differences were seen in remission rates among the various stages and substages, thus suggesting the efficacy of L-asparaginase in all stages.
A previous study reported significant differences in survival with long-term corticosteroid administration［17］ . In this study, administration periods and doses varied from those in that study, but no significant difference existed in the initial remission rate between dogs with and without prior corticosteroid administration. Therefore, corticosteroid administration prior to chemotherapy does not appear to affect the initial response, but it should be avoided from the viewpoint of lymphoma diagnosis and induction of multidrug resistance. 
